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No. 383 Washington, D. C. November 29, 1930 


ILLINOIS TO ENFORCE LAW ON FOODS WITH ADDED COLOR 


The letter quoted below has come to the Association from 
Perry B. McCullough, Superintendent of the Division of Foods 
& Dairies of the Illinois State Department of Agriculture, with 
the request that it be brought to the attention of our members. 
It will be noted that foods which have been colored in such man- 
ner as to conceal inferiority or to appear of greater value than 
they really are may not be sold in Illinois even when the presence 
of added color is declared on the label: 

“We are calling your attention to the provisions of Section 
8 of the Illinois Dairy and Food Law which prohibits the color- 
ing of foods whereby inferiority is concealed or it is made to 
appear greater or of better value than it really is. 

“We have taken up a number of samples of tomato paste 
and find that most of them are colored either with a coal tar 
or a vegetable color whereby the product is made to appear 
more red than it would be without this color. We consider this 
coloring a violation of the above-mentioned law and suggest that 
you notify your members that we intend to enforce this provi- 
sion of this law against the users of color in tomato paste and 
will give them until January 1, 1931, to cease selling such prod- 
ucts in Illinois.” 


CAUSES OF FOOD POISONING OUTBREAKS 


The extent to which food poisoning outbreaks are due to 
improper handling of food in the home and by the dealer is indi- 
cated in the annual report of the Food and Drug Administration 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. Commenting upon 
investigations conducted during the past year, the report states: 

“During the year 16 outbreaks of alleged food poisoning 
were investigated. Laboratory examinations were made of 51 
samples, comprising 29 different foods suspected of being the 
cause of illness. In many cases the results of the examinations 
disclosed that suspicion of the food was unfounded. In five 
cases, however, pathogenic bacteria capable of producing symp- 
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toms of food poisoning were isolated from the samples submitted 
for examination. Two of these cases involved sausage, in one 
case homemade and in the other a commercial product contami- 
nated and improperly handled in a local retail establishment. In 
two other cases bakery cakes were found to contain toxic bac- 
teria. In the fifth case, sandwiches, contaminated in their prepa- 
ration for use on a picnic, were proved to be the cause of the 
illness. 

“In three of the five instances of proved food poisoning the 
illness was shown to be due to the use of products undoubtedly 
contaminated and improperly stored on the premises of the con- 
sumer or in the local retail market. In the case of the bakery 
cakes no shipments or sales were made within the jurisdiction 
of the Federal food and drugs act. Prohibition of the use of 
these cakes was enforced by the proper local authorities. 


“The cases of food poisoning investigated during the fiscal 
year 1930 were of the type usually diagnosed as ptomaine poison- 
ing, in which the bacteria responsible for the illness are almost 
invariably introduced into the product during local handling or 
in the process of preparation for the table.” 


TRUCK CROP CONDITIONS IN MEXICO 


The following report on the West Coast of Mexico was re- 
ceived by the U. S. Department of Agriculture from the truck 
crop estimator for California, who has just returned from a trip 
to that section: 

Mexican West Coast tomato acreage is estimated at about 
the same as last year, with about 60 per cent planted by Novem- 
ber 5. Early plantings are making good growth and fields gen- 
erally are in a healthy condition. There will be some stock avail- 
able for shipment in the latter part of November and early De- 
cember but the bulk of the movement will be after January. 

The acreage of peas is 50 to 60 per cent of last year’s acre- 
age. Planting was delayed on account of a lack of rain, but is 
about 50 per cent completed. A small acreage planted before the 
rain will probably make light yields, due to retarded early 
growth. Late plantings seem an assured crop. 

The acreage of peppers indicates 100 per cent increase, all 
planted and in a healthy condition. 

Rains on October 26 insured sufficient irrigation water in 
rivers. However, acreage is no indication of volume of move- 
ment of any crop. Shippers and growers anticipate heavy cull- 
ing, as they believe markets will not handle inferior tomatoes 
and state that they will not load unless the market warrants, on 
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account of large cash investment required to cross cars into the 
United States. 

The truck crop estimator for Texas quotes the following 
from a reliable trade source: “The following acreages have been 
reported in the vicinity of Manuel, Tamaulipas: Snap beans, 
1,500 acres; peppers, 300 acres; eggplant, 50 acres; tomatoes, 
200 acres ; squash, 200 acres ; English peas, 200 acres. These crops 
are not irrigated but ample rains have put them in good shape. 
Peppers are all transplanted and beans are now being planted. 
Carlot shipments should start in January. Crops are expected 
to be exported to the United States, half of which will enter at 
Brownsville and the balance at Laredo. Crops were grown in 
this district last year, but no comparative figures are available.” 


TRUCK CROP MARKETS 

Hauling of food products from farms to railroad stations 
or warehouses was hindered to some extent during the week 
ended November 22, and the week’s shipments of 28 important 
fruits and vegetables decreased further to 16,155 cars, compared 
with 15,360 a year ago, according to the U. S. Market News 
Service. 

The only important products to register increased carlot 
movement were celery, lettuce, peppers, spinach, sweet potatoes, 
tangerines, and mixed citrus fruit. Of the total shipments, 
apples, potatoes, and oranges together comprised nearly one-half. 

Florida bean shipments increased only slightly to 380 cars, 
but were five times those of mid-November, 1929. Output of 
cauliflower from California decreased to 220 cars, but Oregon 
originated 90. Oregon has a crop of large fine quality cauli- 
flower. Of the week’s carrot shipments, California started 110 
to market, and New York increased to 80 cars. Grapes were 
still moving rather actively from California, with a total of 725 
cars recorded. 

Grapefruit shipments decreased somewhat to 550 cars, of 
which Florida sent 410 and Texas 115. Orange movement totaled 
only 1,546 cars, with California and Florida each supplying about 
half. Forwardings of Florida tangerines increased rapidly to 
450 cars, or almost eight times as many as during the same week 
last season. Pears were still coming from Washington and New 
York in fairly good volume, the week’s total being 150 cars. 

West Coast of Mexico began sending green peas to the 
United States, the first two cars having recently arrived. Im- 
perial Valley originated 225 cars of peas, as against 65 a year 
ago. Movement of Florida peppers increased greatly to 95 cars, 
compared with 10 during the same period last year. Spinach 
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was early becoming active in southern Texas, with 250 cars 
reported from that district. Virginia started only 20 cars of 
spinach. Florida originated 40 carloads of tomatoes, while Cali- 
fornia output dropped to 45 and southern Texas increased to 
20 cars. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


Nov. 
9-15 
Commodity 1930 
Apples, total 4,214 
stern states 1,682 
Western states 2,582 
Cauliflower 
Cabbage 
Carrots: 
1931 season 
1980 senson 
Cucumbers 
Green peas 
Mixed vegetables 
Pears 
Peppers: 
1931 season 


= 


1980 season 
Spinach 
1981 season 
1930 season 
String beans: 
931 season 
1930 season 
‘Tomatoes : 
1931 season 
Imports 
1930 season 


10 
186 


CANNED FOOD EXPORTS DECLINE IN OCTOBER 


All of the canned foods for which separate export statistics 
are compiled by the Department of Commerce were shipped 
abroad in smaller quantities in October than during the same 
month last year, except miscellaneous canned meats, baked 
beans, fruits for salad, and prunes. The following table shows 
the quantity and value of the exports, by articles, in October, 
1929 and 1930: 


Articles 
Canned meats, total... 
Beef 


Sausage 


Total ‘Total 
Nov. this sea- last sea- ‘Total 
17-28 sonto sonto last 

1920 Nov.22 Nov.23 season 

2,753 60,028 70,800 102,700 

986 28,801 38,312 51,437 

1,767 41,087 32,497 51,362 

164 2,006 2,623 9,535 

659 30,716 37,005 44,244 

161 SSD 821 10,711 

55 12,149 

26 7,528 7,870 7,460 

68 633 147 6,777 

436 «628,136 832,480 

140) «626,788 21,147 

10 1638 24 2,740 

40 2,740 3,242 8,286 

205 332 300 9,610 

50 9,619 10,284 10,848 

62 1,055 142 9,475 
6 9,475 8,608 8,626 

1 4 a 38,116 
| 83,116 31,997 32,202 

October, 1929 October, 1930 

1,828,658 $641,322 077 

226,142 85,404 43,611 
Pork 1,212,346 429,782 270,974 
Canned vegetables, total 11,427,808 1,078,877 572,900 
Axparagus 2016384 ‘318,300 211,835 
Baked beans, and pork and beans R145 6,508 69,489 
Corn 2,148,080 147,005 36,635 
Peas... 1,020,276 80,622 44,775 
Soups 3,284,514 314,348 150,863 
Tomatoes 706,107 50,957 27,149 
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640,185 
Evaporated milk 502,834 8,305 


Canned fruits, total 4,304,618 20 200,072 
Apples and applesauce , 
Apricots 
Loganberries 
Other berries 
Cherries 


‘807 907,961 3,872,5 
18,664,028 1,024,476 10,062,168 
TOMATO PRODUCTS IMPORTS 

Imports of canned tomatoes in October were less than one- 
fourth the quantity imported during the same month last year, 
while tomato paste imports were less than half the October, 1929, 
receipts. As the following table shows, the total imports of 
canned tomatoes for the first ten months of this year were less 
than the imports during the month of October alone last year. 
On the other hand, tomato paste imports for the past ten months 
have been larger than those for the first ten months in 1929. 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
1929 Pounds Value Pounds Value 
January $601,013 


October 


1980 


January 
February 
March . 
April 

May 

June 

July 
August... 
September 
October 


Total 42,391,498 $1,993,770 


BRINED CHERRY PRODUCTION IN ITALY AND FRANCE 

An equivalent of 70,000 barrels of cherries were placed in 
brine from the 1930 Italian crop according to the agricultural 
trade commissioner at Versailles. This is considerably under the 
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282,563 
406,124 
2,448,638 
55,821 
172,330 
50,651 
$1,488 
25,553 
Fruits for salads 3,616,874 501,212 4,679,085 502,837 
Peaches 10,454,080 1,004,435 7,679,783 607,553 
Prunes $23,502 $1,054 359,968 31,828 
| Q OT 
7,314,400 448,300 866,977 136,149 
10,002,992 570,055 431,088 57,783 
June 9,567,189 567,610 648,921 15,820 
July 5,107,250 203,480 518,560 73,760 
August 1,401,198 73,088 448,586 49,624 
September ; 24,614,689 1,200,555 1,248,353 141,156 
48,882,515 2,080,052 2,318,662 239,061 
182,567,508 $7,074,641 8,947,711 $1,139,630 
8,930,178 $427,845 1,635,360 $120,824 
5,884,318 283,425 1,050,583 88,842 
2,002,848 658,034 53,748 
‘ 5,425,074 1,202 982,968 83,260 i 
6,453,591 308,250 2,268,368 246,630 
648,681 25,068 456,605 43,731 
826,151 23,1638 $10,481 27,343 
125,402 4,550 570,683 56,211 
2,047,004 90,698 1,877,458 127,151 
9,688,351 300,667 1,004,642 $2,546 
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production of a year ago, which is estimated at about 115,000 
barrels. The decrease was caused by heavy and frequent rains 
during the harvest period. It is the general opinion that the 
amount of cherries placed in brine in France was much below 
that of a year ago, as weather conditions were also unfavorable. 
Demand from the United States so far had been limited, and it 
is reported that some stocks of 1929 cherries are still held in the 
United States. This fact, along with the higher rate of duty 
now in effect, is reported to have made American buyers cautious. 


CANNED CRAB PRODUCTION IN FAR EAST 
Canned crab production by Japanese and Russian canneries 
in 1980 totaled 693,000 cases, an increase of 77,000 cases over 
1929, according to the American assistant trade commissioner 
at Tokyo. The Japanese production was 557,000 cases, against 
521,000 in 1929; while the Russian output was 136,000 cases 
as compared with 93,000 in 1929. 


DISAPPROVES OVEN CANNING FOR NONACID VEGETABLES 
Oven canning cannot be recommended as a method for 
sterilizing nonacid vegetables according to the annual report of 
the chief of the Bureau of Home Economics, U. 8. Department 


of Agriculture. On the subject of home canning, this report 
states: 

“So many requests for information about oven canning came 
in that tests were made to find the temperature curve in this 
process. It was found that the temperature on the inside of the 
jar never reached higher than boiling and that heating-up tended 
to be somewhat slower in the oven than when the jars were im- 
mersed in boiling water. The directions sent out by the different 
authorities recommending the oven method vary, and even such 
practices as the use of a pan in which to stand the jars may 
cause differences in the time required for the interior of the jars 
to reach boiling temperature. All these factors are important 
in efficient sterilization, but most important is the fact that the 
contents of the jars, even though the jars are placed in an oven 
at a temperature above boiling, never attain a temperature 
higher than boiling. Oven canning cannot, therefore, be recom- 
mended as a method for sterilizing nonacid vegetables.” 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS 
Weekly business indicators available to the Commerce De- 
partment for the week ended November 22, 1930, show that in- 
creases occurred over the preceding week in the volume of bank 
debits outside New York City, loans and discounts of Federal 
reserve member banks, the average prices paid for representa- 
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tive stocks and bonds and the Federal reserve ratio. Declines 
from the previous period were noted in cotton receipts at prin- 
cipal markets while interest rates for both call and time money 
showed no change. As compared with a year ago decreases oc- 
curred in almost every instance with the exception of bond prices 
and the reserve ratio. 

Wholesale prices in general, as measured by the weekly in- 
dex of 120 principal commodities, were fractionally off from a 
week ago. 

For the week ended, November 15, 1930, increases over the 
preceding week occurred in the production of bituminous coal, 
petroleum, and in the receipts of cattle, calves and hogs at im- 
portant markets. Declines from the previous period occurred 
in freight car loadings, the value of building contracts awarded 
in 87 states, and lumber production. Steel ingot production re- 
mained unchanged from the week ended November 8, 1930. 

Cap Loapines 

Merchandise 

Total Miscellaneous ©. L. Other 
Week ended November 15 829, ; 289.538 
Preceding week ............ 881,401 314,962 
Corresponding week, 1929 982,926 ; 349,368 
Corresponding week, 1928... 1,056,120 395,982 260,398 890,740 

CANNED TUNA SHORTAGE IN NORTHERN FRANCE 

Owing to the short supply of tuna in Britanny there should 
be a market for American tuna in the Lille district of France, 
which yearly consumes about 10,000 cases, according to the 
American commissioner at Lille. No figures are available as to 
the extent of the tuna imports, but prices for the French prod- 
ucts are such as to lead the commissioner to believe that im- 
ports might reach a considerable amount. 


BULLETIN ON ASPARAGUS CULTURE REVISED 
A revision of Farmers’ Bulletin 829 on asparagus culture has 
just been issued by the U. 8S. Department of Agriculture as Farm- 
ers’ Bulletin 1646. It is an illustrated pamphlet of 24 pages, and 
deals with climatic and soil requirements, fertilization, starting 
plantations, cultivation, harvesting, preparation for market, and 
diseases and insect pests. 


EXPORTS OF CANNED GRAPEFRUIT 
Canned grapefruit shipments from Jacksonville and Tampa 
to British ports during the period October 20 to November 22 
totaled 6,145 cases, according to the U. 8S. Department of Com- 
merce. Shipments from Jacksonville were 3,345 cases, and from 
Tampa 2,800 cases. 
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TRADE ASSOCIATION RESEARCH EXPENDITURES 


The Trade Association Department of the U. 8S. Chamber of 
Commerce has submitted a preliminary report of its survey on 
trade promotion, showing that 297 trade associations have car- 
ried on such work. Of these, 115 have been engaged in technical 
research, 109 in market research, 183 in publicity, 155 in adver- 
tising, 117 in field service, and 107 in systematized education. 
The 115 engaged in technical research estimated their expendi- 
tures for 1930 at over $874,000. 


GERMAN DUTY ON PINEAPPLES 


The supplementary agreement, which was signed by repre- 
sentatives of the German and Portuguese Governments on Feb- 
ruary 15, 1930, defining the German duty on pineapples went 
into effect on November 2, 1930. The agreement makes it clear 
that for the duration of the present commercial treaty the con- 
ventional rate of 4 reichsmarks per 100 kilos (0.43 cent per 
pound) provided for pineapples applies to fresh pineapples only, 
and not to peeled pineapples or pineapples boiled without sugar. 

Effective November 2, 1930, pineapples boiled without sugar 
imported in containers weighing 3 kilos (about 6.6 pounds) or 
more will be dutiable at 30 reichsmarks per 100 kilos (3.2 cents 
per pound), while pineapples boiled without sugar imported in 
containers weighing less than 3 kilos will be dutiable at 75 reichs- 
marks per 100 kilos (8.1 cents per pound). 


RATE FOUND REASONABLE 
The rate on canned fruit in carloads from Modesto, Calif., 
to Lexington, Ky., over routes through Joliet, Ill., and other speci- 
fied Illinois points, is not unreasonable or otherwise unlawful, 
according to a decision of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
which has dismissed a complaint attacking this rate. 
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